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TI E Writer of the following Letters 
has, for ſeveral Years, preached a Lecture on Thurſday 
Evenings at Saltaſh. -— That he has uniformly condufted 
himſelf peaceably, and reſpeQfully towards all the Inhabi- 
tants, he would appeal even to Mr. Collins himſelf, A 
Member of the Baptiſt, Church, under his paſtoral Care, 

had Occaſion, during the hotteſt Part of the late Summer, 

to reſide in the Pariſh of St. Stephen, with her two In- 
fants : both of whom ſickened and died of the-Small-Pox. 
The firſt was permitted to be interred in the Church-Yard,. 
but the reading of the Burial Service was refuſed. - A 
Grave only was aſked for the other ; which Mr. Collins 
abſolutely, and very uncivilly denied. As the Baptiſts of 
Plymouth-Dock have no Place of their own' for burying 
their dead, this Denial muſt have been extremely diſtreſ- 
ſing, had not the Clergyman of another Pariſh OUT: 
admitted the Child to Interment. 


7 


The peculiar Sentiments of the Baptiſts had hicherto 
been little known at Saltaſh ; The Miniſters of that Deno- 
mination, Who had viſited the Place, having aimed chiefly 
io impreſs their Hearers with thoſe important Truths, in 
which Chriſtians in general agree. But the Condutt of a 
- Proteſtant Clergy man, in forbidding a bereaved Mother to 

* her Infant in its Siſter's Grave, excited much Enquiry 


A2 concerning 


[i ] 


concerning the People, whoſe Principles appeared to excite 
in his Breaſt an Abhorrence equaled only. by that which the 
moſt rigid Papiſls bear to reputed Heretics. In Conſequence + 
of this, a Variety of ſevere, and at the ſame Time ridicu- 
lous Charges, were circulated againſt the Baptiſts, tending 
to repreſent their omitting the Baptiſm of Infants, as more 
cruel and prophane than refuſing them a Grave. 


The Importunity of Friends united with theſe Cireum- 
ſlances in determining the Writer to lay before the Inha- ; 
bitants of Saltaſh his Sentiments on Mr. Collins's ConduR, 
and on the Subject of Chriſtian Baptiſm, With this 
Intention he judged it candid to acquaint Mr. Collins, in 

the following Letter, which that Gentleman was — to 


return with the ſubjoined Note. 
[LETTER] 
_— 2 8 Does, tug 60. 1798- 


6 ies; SIR, 


„ Vou will readily 3 imagine, that I have not 
& been inattentive to the Events which have lately taken 
00 place relative to Mrs. Clt——'s two Children. | 


6 My not having known a Clergyman refuſe to bury 
any of our Children before, prevented me from being 
& in the leaſt aware of the Diſagreeables which have taken 

46 place at St. Stephen's — had I anticipated them, they 
certainly ſhould have been prevented. I was not a 


* {6 little ſurprized when firſt informed, that Mr. 1 


66 — to read the Burial Service; dut Mrs. Ch 
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6 very curious conduct, in a great Meaſure, accomted for 
« it, However, I did not conceive but the Detial of 
© the Service was all, and it certainly muſt have been ſo 
« with Mr. H-——); for I perſuade myſelf, chat no 
«otic but Mr. Collins would deny even_Jews or Turks a 
Place where they might * bury their dead out oF *their | 
6 © Sight,” I am truly ſorry that ſuch an Inſtance of 
« Bigotry and Illiberality appears in the Contut of a pro- 
4 fefſed Miniſter of the moſt kind, and benevolent Jeſus ; 


and that towards a Diſciple of the ſame moſt gracious 
“Lord. „ 


« I underſtand you have aſked, in rather an imperious 
« Manner, why the Child was not chriſlened; and con- 
e temptuoully aſſerted our Ignorance of the Scriptures, — 
«© Now, Sir, in order to do away the Odium, which your 
“ Condukt is calculated to caſt on myſelf and Friends (for, 
6 they muſt appear bad, indeed, whoſe unoffending Babes 
« are not permitted to moulder to their native Earth in the 
9 general Habitation of che Dead) — and to inſorm yo 
„hy that Chad Was not, and our other Children are 
not chriſtened ; — and alſo to give you an Opportunity 
6. to correct our Errors, and to inſtrutt. us into the Kno- 
“ ledge of the Scriptures ; — as well as to comply with 
c the Deſire of ſeveral of my Friends; — I purpoſe to 
% publiſh. a ſmall Pamphlet on the Subject of Baptiſm, 
4e addreſſed to a Friend in Saltaſh. As I ſhall have 
particular Reaſon to notice you in ſome of my Obſerva- 
e tions, I hope not to forget the reſpectable Charafter you 

« ſuſtain as a Miniſter of Religion; and by no Means to 
e be unmindful of the Injunftions of our common Lord, 
and of the Spirit of us Goſpel, 4 Sincerely 


Ac BH 


[i] 
2 Sincerely wiſhing you every Bleſſing, and truly 46. 
© rous of an Opportunity to offer, for me, in the moſt | 
6 expreſs Manner, to teſtify my Readineſs (though we [ 
&* worſhip God in different Places, and by different Forms) 
4 6 to perform any, and every Act of Kindneſs to you, 
' *% and your's, 
« I am, 
« RRV. Sis, 


% Your humble Servant, 


| « ISAIAH BIRT, 
© REV. Ma, CorlLins, ; 


6 Sattaſh.” 
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* «© Mr. Collins returns Mr. Birt's 11 6 
4 dhe Obſervations do by no Means apply to Mr. Collins 
e on his late Condutt reſpecting Mrs, Clark's Child; nor 
s can the other Remarks (ſaid to be made) be ſubſtantia- 
ch „ ted: Mr. Collins has done no more than the Law and 
“ his Duty obliged him, 
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LETTER I. 


Dzax FRIEND, ws 


* 


1 At length conſider it a a Duty I owe my- N 
ſelf, and my Friends at Saltaſh, to comply with your 
Deſire, by printing a few Remarks on the Conduct of 


Mr. Collins towards the Child of our worthy and afflicted 


Friend; accompanied with a brief Account of thoſe Sen- 


timents on Baptiſm, which Mr. Collins, not content with 
rejefting as erroneous, has ts a  Dilpofition t to puniſh 
s criminal. 


In his Deportment to the Baptiſts, this Gentleman bas 


thought proper to add Contempt to Unkindnefs, and Inſult 
to Injury ; yet I would not indulge one Wiſh in my Heart 


hoſtile to his Welfare, * Whilft, however, T reſpeft his 
Station as a Miniſter of Religion, I am conſtrained to 
view it as only aggrayating the IIliberality of his late 


He 


* 1 | 

' He endeavours to excuſe himſelf by pleading, he . did 

© no more than the Law and his Duty obliged him.“ 1 
ſuppoſe by the Law, he would have us underſtand ſome 
expreſs and equitable Command ; and, by his Duty, that 
Compliance with it which is enforced by moral Conſidera- 
tions, But what he deems a legal and conſcientious Act, 
carries with it, in my Eſtimation, all the Features of 


Lyn, Bigotry, and Impolicy, 


Though the Baptiſts chooſe to worſhip God in a man- 


ner different from the eſtabliſhed Forms, — the State ac- | 


knowledges them as Citizens, — the Church claims them 
as Pariſhioners, — and they contribute to its Support by 


Tithes, and Rates, equally with the Members of the Eſta- 


bliſhment itſelf. If, therefore, that Eſtabliſhment has 


appropriated a Spot of Land as a general Burying Place 


for its Supporters, and the Baptiſts are in every Caſe 
aſſeſſed equally with other Reſidents in the Pariſh, a 
Clergyman, who refuſes them the Privilege of intering 
their Children, muſt ſurely be chargeable with a — 
Violation of Rights 


MI. Collins appears, by his own Note, to have forms 


Conſciouſneſs of Impropriety, though, for Reaſons beſt 
known to himſelf, he declines the ingenuous Acknowledg- 


ment, He aims at transferring the Blame from himſelf to 
the Law and to his Duty. Good Man! he has done 
„ no more than the Law and his Duty obliges bim !” 
| Wha! Would he make us and the World believe, that 
our Legiſlators have employed their Wiſdom to degrade „ 
our "on —_— by excluding their ſad Remains from a 


Manſon 


— 


r 


11 


Manſion i in the Duſt ? Fruitleſs Endeavor ! Britiſh Laws 
diſdain Alliance with ſuch a Spirit, nor can we believe 
that Britain contains the Man who would venture to pro- 
poſe a Statute fo inhuman, It ſurprizes us that any one 
ſhould conceive it poſſible that thoſe Laws which look upon 
the Parents with a benign Countenance, and tell chem to 


worſhip God as Conſcience diftates, and to enjoy the 


Rights.of Citizens, can ſo frown upon their Children, as 
to deny them the poor Aſylum of a Tomb; or that they 
can withold from them the Benefits of the Dead, whilſt they 
profeſs to protett them in the Privileges of the Living. 
With any ſuch Law we are unacquainted ; and if the 


profound Reſearches of Mr. Collins have enabled him to 


find a Precedent for perſecuting departed Babes, we are per- 
ſuaded he muſt recede far back into the eur "ow of 


pal N 


But he tells us, his „ Duty obliged him.“ — His 
Duty! To whom? Unleſs he has procured ſome unen- 
vied Indulgence, he ought to recollect, that his whole 
Duty conſiſts in Conformity to that Law the Sum of 


which is Lovs. His Duty to God is to love him 
ſupremely ; and his Duty to his Neighbour is to love him 


- as himſelf. But I am ready to believe no one will confider 


bis denying an Infant a Grave, as any Part of the Duty 


he owes to either God or Man: To whom elſe he is in 


Duty bound, I leave him to en. 


For unbaptzed Children to be buried in our Church- 


Yards, is no uncommon Caſe, The Stroke of Death is 
frequently ſo ſudden, that thoſe who lay the greateſt Streſs 


on 


fa 


on Baptiſm are not always capable of ſecuring to their ] 
Infants its ſuppoſed Advantages. But were they ever- 


told, on ſuch Occaſions, that their Offspring muſt be 


debarred from mingling their Duſt with that of the bap- 


tized? No: They are, without Exception, permitted 
quietly to ſleep with thoſe who are gone before them, 
— And if this Ordinance be omitted, not from una- 
voidable Neceſſity, but from a conſcientious Scruple in the 


Parent, ſurely there are few of our fellow Proteſtants who 


would judge that Omiſſion to be ſo highly criminal as, on 
its Account, to purſue the innocent Remains of Children 


with unrelenting Vengeance, However Chriſtians are 
diverſified by Sefts and Names, there are Truths which 
they all embrace, there are Feelings and Calamities in which 


they all ſhare, and Death is advancing quick to lay them 
all humbled and peaceful in the Duſt. Theſe Reflections 


might well teach Mankind to ſweeten their ſhort Inter- 
- courſe with Union, and with Sympathy. So taught the 


Redeemer, who enjoined expreſsly that Behaviour to our 
fellow Mortals, which we defire them to imitate in their 


Concerns with us. If we are kind to none but thoſe whom 
Intereſt, Relation, and a kindred Creed ſeem to entitle to 


the Name of Brethren, wherein does our Benevolence 
ſurpaſs che Attachments of Publicans and Sinners ? Do not 
even they the ſame? But in the Perſon of Mr. Collins, 
A Man, a Miniſter, has been found, capable of ſacrificing 


the beſt Feelings of our Nature, and the Laws of our 


divine Maſter, to Zeal for a Party, to Bigotry to a Rite, 
It was not his Conſcience he obeyed upon this Occaſion, 
but his Spleen: It was not the Milk of Kindneſs he 
adminiſtered to the afflited Parent, but the Gall of Bitter- 
£4 | | neſs. 
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neſs, Nor was l merely beeauſe the Infant was unbap- 
tized that he refuſed ita Grave; the Child, alas! was gui 
of having a Baptiſt for its Parent, But a well kn 
Parable, uttered by a diſcerning Teacher, forbids us uni- 


formly to expe the Good Samaritan in the ety df 
che Levite or the Prieſt. 


Mr. Collins would undoubtedly take great Offence, were 
any one to queſtion, for a Moment, his Attachment to the | 
eſtabliſhed Church, and his Zeal to promote her Intereſts. 
But whatever Merit he may claim as a Man of Principle, 
he muſt allow others with Freedom to diſpute, and, if 
they pleaſe, deny his Title to the Reputation of a wiſe 
and prudent Man, For if it is ſuppoſed that our Church 
Eftabliſhment loſes ſomething by each Acceſſion to the 
Difſenting Intereſt, no prudent Friend of that Eftabliſh- 
ment will adopt thoſe Meaſures which tend firſt of all to 
widen the Breach already made, and next to diſguſt thoſe 
who have hitherto profeſſed themſelves its Votaries, But 
what Meaſure more likely to produce theſe Conſequences | 
than refuſing to inter the Children of ſuch as venture 
peaceably to purſue their own Convictions ? It is but within 
theſe few. Years that Diſſenters have been known in Salt- 
aſh; and you, my Friend, can teſtify, that from their firſt 
appearance the Effeft of Mr, Collins's butter Spirit has been 
preciſely that, which, as a Zealot for the Church, he ſhould 
have labored to prevent. The Cauſe he profeſſes to 
ſupport has been injured, and his own Re ſpectability by 
no Means increaſed, He may, and probably does, enter- 
tain an high Opinion of his own Wiſdom, but there ate 
Members a the ſame Communion 1158 himſelf, who have 

thought 


„ 
thought that peculiar Weakneſs has, in more than one In- 
Nance, characterized his Conduct.“ If, however, Proofs of | 
| Weakneſs merely, had been conſpicuous, tho' they might 
have excited a Smile, they would have claimed for him our 
Pity. But when connefied with a hard and imperious 
Spirit, which knows not how to melt in the Cauſe of 
Humanity, or to obey the evangelical Law of Love, 
they cannot fail to, awaken our moſt indignant Feelings. 


s Glos, wy Reſentment into Guilt 2 What Guilt 
_ Can: equal Violations of the dead P“ | 


_ © "Should ſuch a Spirit of Spleen and Bigotry pervade the 

different Departments of Life, in what dreadful Ruin 
would it involve all our ſocial Comforts! Chriſtians 
would then exemplify the Deſcription given, by an inſpired 
Pen, of the unconverted World, Living in Malice and 
Envy, hateful, and hating one another.“ MP 


I forbear Enlargement. Neceſſity has impelled me to 
thoſe perſonal Remarks, which I wiſh the Behaviour of 
Mr. Collins had rendered needleſs and unjuſt. But Af 

R direfting 


„5 
* Mr, C. has repeatedly made himſelf conſpicuous as the oppo- 
nent of the Methodiſts, whom I underſtand he frequently treats as 
[weak and ſuperſtitious. The Methodiſts may have their peculia- 
rities; but, in point of weakneſs and ſuperſtition, I never heard 
of any thing among that reſpectable ſociety of Chriſtians, to be 
compared with the practice of this reverend Gentleman, who, 
after he has performed the ceremony of chriſtening à child, 
r retires to break the baſon which held the water, leſt it 
ould be prophaned by an application to common uſe. A pro- 
per counterpart to this would be, for ſome credulous retainer of 
popiſh fables to gather up the ſherds, and place them in a choſen 
corner of the houſe, as a ſecurity from witchcraft and the influence 
of evil ſpirits.” But we hope two perſons of ſo weak a caſt will 

not eakily be found within the precincts of the ſame paiiſh, 


** 


"4 


1 
2 


"i 
hh 1 
direQing the public Attention to this Inſtance of his Illi- 

berality, ſhall make him in the leaſt regret that Bitterneſs 
. of Spirit which he has too long indulged, and inſpire him 

with a Concern to become moderate, forgiving, and hbe- 

beral, I have my Reward, For, whatever Opinion he 
may form of me, and however contemptuouſly he has 
treated me and my Friends, I am ſure, every Addition of 
ReſpeRtability to his Character will afford me real Plea- 


ſure, 


r 


Sincerely wiſhing him much of * the Wiſdom which is 
© from above, which is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
c and eaſy to be entreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, 
5 without Partiality and without Hypocriſy,” I am 


Your's, reſpecifully, 


| * 
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PLymouTnu-Dock, Auguft 29, 179. 
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My Dear Far1txo, | 4 


Your full Acquaintance with what has lately, 
taken place at Saltaſh, unites, I perſuade my ſelf, with 
Humanity and Religion, in leading your Mind to an 
entire Coincidence with my on, on the Subject of my 
laſt Letter. But I am equally aware, that I am now enter- 
ing upon a Topic on which we differ, At the ſame Time 

8 e Candor 


5 
Candor has induced you to aſk an Explanation of thoſe 
Sentiments on Chriſtian Baptiſm, which you conſider a8 


having been miſrepreſented, and which have expoſed their 
Advocates to ſuch virulent Reproach, 


One great, Objeftion you have to my Views of this 
Subject is derived from their Unpopularity, Vou can 
ſcarcely conceive. it poſſible for ſo many diſtinguiſhed 
Men as have eſpouſed the other Side of the Queſtion to 
have. been miſtaken. 1 confeſs that, to an ingenuous 
Mind, it is painful, as well as laborious, to ſtem the 
Tide of general Opinion, It is true, there are diſcordant 
Spirits who delight in differing and in creating Differences, 
and who would find in the moſt trifling Event or Preju- 
dice a Ground of Diſſention. Too many of this Claſs 
not only diſturb the World, but endeavor to embroil the 
Church; and if ſome of them obtain our Pity for their 
Weakneſs, others certainly deſerve our Cenſure for their 
Malevolence. But the Chriſtian, while he ſtudies to 
follow Peace, ſtill yields the Preference to Truth; and, 
however painful the Sacrifice, muſt forego the Pleaſure of 
coinciding with his deareſt Brethren, wheh he cannot diſ- 
cern the Agi eement of their Sentiments with the Word 
of God. Chriſt is the only Maſter he acknowledges; and 
he muſt venture to diſſent from the beſt of Men, where- 
ever they appear to deviate from the Precepts and Exam- 
ple of our common Lord. Upon this Principle, the firk 
Teachers of Chriſtianity, with Zeal and Fortitude, oppo- 
fed the Corruptions of Judaiſm and the Idolatry of the 
Gentiles, Conſcious of*their being engaged 1 in the Cauſe 

of Truth, they feared no * and were diſcouraged 


by 


oo \ 2 £ 


aL 04M 
by nv Event. Their Religion was conſidered as ſeQarian 
and heretical, their Perſons and their Doftrines were con- 
temned and diſcarded every where ; in the Metropolis, and 
in the Country; in the Palace, and in the Cottage ; by 
the Jew, and by the Heathen, Their whole Syſtem was 
deemed inimical to all the eſtabliſhed and popular Religions 
in the World. Hence, when the Apoſtle convened the 
chief of his Countrymen at Rome, they began the Con- 
ference with ſaying, © We deſire to hear of thee what 
% thou thinkeſt : For as concerning this Sect, we know 
e that every where it is ſpoken againſt.” From this Part 
of the Apollolic Hiſtory I conclude, that the Popularity 
of an Opinion is no ſure Criterion of its Truth. At the 
Time theſe Words were fpoken, it was, with very few 
Exceptions, the univerſal Sentiment, that Chriflianity was 
' falſe, abſurd, and injurious, The learned Greeks and 
Jewiſh Rabbies joined the invettives of the common Peo- 
ple. Yet its Advocates could appeal to a higher Au- 
thority, the Authority of Truth; and, in ſpite of all Oppo- 
ſition, Chriſtianity, like the Sun, ſhone brighter and 
brighter, till it overpowered the Prejudices of Men, and 
diffuſed its Beams through all the World. 


The Conduct of theſe Jews affords us an Example wor- 
thy our Imitation, and forms a noble Contraſt to the 
Proceedings of the Multitude collected by Demetrius, 
where © ſome cried out one Thing, and ſome another, and 
« the greater Part knew not wherefore they were tome ta- 
«© gether.” For theſe ſlated a fair Enquiry, and reſolved to 
ſuſpend their Judgments, till*th&y had given the Advocate 
of the unpopular Doftrine an Opportunity to ſpeak in its 

x | B 8 Defence. 


Nl [ 1 ] 
Defence. Such a Diſpokiion muſt, in the View of the 
unbiaſſed and reflecting, be entuled to Commendation, | 


I have already admitted that my Ideas of Baptiſm place 
me in the Minority, But I am happy in the Perſuaſion 
of your poſſeſſing that Spirit of impartial Enquiry, Which 
has juſt been recommended, For you have aſſured me, 
that notwithſtanding the general Diſapprobation of the 
Baptiſt Sentiments, and the Severity with which they are 
reprobated by ſome of their Opponents, it is your wiſh 
10 receive, from myſelf, my Reaſons for differing from the 
common Praftice, In complying with that Wiſh, I make 
no Apology for lodging the whole Appeal with thoſe 
Scriptures by which Chriſtians are bound to regulate their 
Opinions and Behaviour, and by which they all expect to 
be judged at laſt, | | 


From theſe Records, it ſhall be my Endeavor, to aſcer- | 
tain 


Firſt, The proper Subjefls of Din. | 
Secondly, The di in which that Ordinance _ | 
be adminiſtered. 


| Thirdly, The Ends it is deſigned to anſwer, 


1. On the Susjzcrs of Baptiſm the Scriptures ſeem. 
| deciſive and clear. They appear to me fully to determine, 

that thoſe only ſhould be admitted to this Ordinance who 
are capable of exerciſing their rational Powers, of worſhip- 
| Ping 


7 


N * bar 122 We, 
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Evidence that. they poſſeſs . Repentance toward God and 
7 Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” This I infer from 


the Terms in which. the Rite is mentioned; and from the 


Circumſtances, almoſt: invariably, connefted with ita Ad- 
miniſtration, If we recur to the Period when our Lord's 
Fore-runner, by Direction from Heaven, firſt publiſhed 


this Inflitution, we learn. that the Multitudes, who, from. 
Jeruſalem, and all Judea, and all the neighbouring Region, 


« went out to him, were baptized. in Jordan, confeſſing 
e their Sins.“ And when he ſaw the felf-righteous and 
unbelieving preſent themſelves among the Candidates, be 
direied them ** firſt to bring forch Fruits meet for Repen- 
« tance,” and not to infer a Right to Baptiſm from their 
natural Relation to faithful Abraham. The Baptiſm he. 
adminiſtered is expreſsly ſtiled the Baptiſm of Repen-. 
ce tance for the Remiſſion of Sins,+” Of courſe it exclu- 
ded Babes, for who ever looked for Penitence in them? 


- The great Ruler of the Church gave a Perpetuity ta 


the Ordinance, before he left the World, by commiſſion · 


ing his Apoſiles to go and teach all Nations, Bapti-. 


“king them in the Name of the Father, of the Son, and 
“of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to obſerve all Things 
| © he had commanded them :” — and declaring, that © he 
«© who believeth and is Baptized ſhall be ſaved, whilſt he 
* who believeth not ſhall be damned.“ : Should this 
Commiſſion to Baptize be ſhewn to an enquiring Pagan, 
it ſeems difficult to ſpeeify the Part from which he could 
conclude that Infants are camprehended ; the Adminiſtra- 
Bg | tor 


* Matt, iii, + Mark i. f Matt. xxviii. 19 20. compared 
"* with Mark xvi. 15 16, | 


eing the Father in Spirit and Truth, and who give 


r 121 

tor is enjoined to teach, and the Candidate i is N to 8 
believe. | | 5 
No ſooner had their aſcended Lord ſent down the Spi- i 
rit of his Promiſe, than his faithful Apoſiles began zea- 
louſly to execute his Will. The Meaning of that Will, \ 
obvious in itſelf, receives further Illuſtration from their | 
uniform Practice. When the Power which cloathed their 

firſt Addreſs on the Day of Pentecoſt had drawn from 

an awakened Multitude the important Queſtion, * What 

„ ſhall we do ?“ Peter, in his Reply, whilſt he encoura- 

ges them wo hope for Goſpel Privileges, infiſts upon the 
. Neceflity of previous Repentance ; and from the ſacred 


Narrative it appears, that thoſe only were admitted to 
Baptifin & who gladly received the- Word.”* 
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- When the ſame Word of Salvation was preclaimed by 
_ Phillip, at Samaria, © the People with one Accord gave 

„ heed] and when they believed what he ſpake concerning 
s the Kingdom of God, and the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
„e they were Baptized, both Men and Women.“ T No 
Mlention is made of Children, though if they had been at 
all admiſſible, an. Hiſtorian, whoſe Accuracy, on a far leſs 
important Occaſion, ſpecifies their Preſence, F would 
ſcarcely have omitted the Information. A ſingle Word 
had prevented a Controverſy ve 11 been maintained 


for Ages. 


The ſame Evangelift, when guided WY Holy Spirit 
to the Echiopian . firſt taught 1 to behold the 


Py Saviour 
Acts ii. 37 43. 80 + AAs vill 6, 1 12, + See Ads xxi. g, 


W.. 46 % 
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Saviour in . 7 Seo upon ele. Aba: 


: val at “ a certain Water, the Convert eee Ts 21 4 
© Lo! here 1s Water, what hindereth me to be Baptized oo -" +5 
The Anſwer which Philip gave, includes, What, in our 0 * ef +2 
Opinion, is an-indiſpenſible Pre-requiſite-in every Candi e 
date for this Ordinance: If thou believeſt with all hins 55 


«© Heart thou mayeſt.” The Queſlion propoſed by wo "IE LF 4 
reſpecting Cornelius and his Friends, equally confirms our 93 
Sentiments : “ Can any Man forbid Water, that hee 

& ſhould not be Baptized, who: have received ib Bly . 
& Spirit as well as we ?”* This he thought” a fulhcient 
Ground for commanding them to be Baptized in the Name 

of the Lord Jeſus. — In full Conſiſtency with this, the 
ſame Hiſtorian, when relating the Labors of Paul, at Co- 
rinth, informs us, with his uſual Preciſion, that t many 
of the Corinthians, e W * wers' 0. 

« 40s. 21 en 1 25947 5 


= = 


From all theſe Inſtances we conclude, in the flfong > 4 

Terms of the Church Catechiſm, that of Perſons to be 

Baptized are required, RzegNTANCE, whereby they 9 

&« forſake Sin, and Fair H whereby. they ſtedfaſtly believe - 
«the Promiſes of God made to them in that Sacrament. 
But if you proceed to enquire, * Why then are Infants 
« Baptized, when by reaſon of their tender Age they 
4 cannot perform them ? I reply, if there is any Weight 
in the preceding Anſwer, the Queſtion contains in itſelf 
a ſufficient Refutation of the prevailing Practice. Nor is 
the Objeftion ſlarted in that Queſtion in the leaſt dimi- 

niſhed by an Appeal 10 any Pad © of the Word of God. 
Oo | Should 

Acts x. 47, 48% Ade ani, 38. 


be. 5 141 ; 


./ Should it be pleaded, that the Apoſtle Peter aſſured the 
GE that e the Promiſe was to them and to their Chit- 


* ren, it ſhould be remembered, that he adds, 6 us - 


„ many as the Lord our God ſhall call.“ This laſt Ex- 
preſſion aſcertains his Meaning, which evidently appears 
to be, not that their ſpeechleſs Infants were to be Bapti- 
but that their Poſterity were encouraged to hope for 
vation, through Faith in Chriſt ; and that there was 
Remi ſſion, not only for thoſe who ſhould return to God 
bgfgre@&V rath came upon their City to the uttermoſt, but 
that God had Mercy in Reſerve for their Deſcendants in 
the latter Day, and even in the intermediate Space while 
the Nation appeared rejected and forſaken. 


When Children were brought to - Jeſus (without any 
View to Baptiſm, for 4 Jeſus himſelf baptized not,“ but 
that he might touch them,) he laid his Hands upon 


- -& them, and bleſſed them, ſaying, Suffer the little Chil- 


% dren to come unto me. ' Encouraged by this gracious 
Language, we commend. our Offspring daily to his Bleſ- 
hing, and inftru& them early in his Doctrine; but if any 
One, from hence, would urge the Propriety of baptizing 
them in their tender Age, we anſwer, with Tertullian, 
Let them come when they grow up; let them come 


« when they learn, when they are inſtructed whither to 


to come. Let them become Chriſtians when they are 
„% able to know Chriſt, — Let them know how to afl 


5 Salvation, that you may appear to have given to him 
66 * that 3 en $ 6 


+ Tertul. de Baptiſmo, chap. 18, Paris edit, 1608, P · 392» 
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The Bart zing of Houſholds, as eie in the Ne W- 
Teſlament, is frequently brought forward in Proof of . 
Pzdo-Baptiſm. It might be obſerved, that the Expreſ- 
ſion, Houſhold,“ or © all. the Houſe, is employed in 
Scripture, on ſome Occaſions, when a Part only of the 
Family is intended. Thus in the Book of Samuel we are 

told, that © Elkanah and all his Houſe went up to Shiloh 
4 to offer to the Lord the yearly Sacrifice and his Vow,” 
and yet the following Verſe informs us, that Hannah and 
her new- born Child remained at Home.“ But, reſpetling 
the Houſholds whoſe Baptiſm, is recorded in the Goſpel 
Hiſtory, ſuch Particulars are uniformly ſtated, as deſtroy all 
Probability of Infants being included in the Term. D 


la the Caſe of Lydia, it is ſufficient; to obſerve, that 

ſhe appears to have been only an occaſional Reſident in 

Philippi, as ſhe is ſaid to be a Woman of Thyatira 3? 

there is no Reaſon to believe ſhe had a Huſband; no Refer- 
' ence being made to ſuch a Perſon, and the Houſhold being 
ſpoken of as her own. Her Family: was compoſed of 
ſuch as are denominated Brethren, and who in that Capa- 
city were comforted by the Apoſſle.F From this Inſtance, 
therefore, the Cauſe of the Pædo-Baptiſts can receive no 
Support, but what might be equally derived from my 
being able to record the Bapuiſm of vou wy Friend, 
wich all your Houſhold, 


We read of the Philippian Jailor, that © he and- all 
« his” were Baptized ; but the ſame Narrative informs us, 
that Paul and Silas“ * the Word of the Lord to all 
6 that 

11 Sara, i. 21, 28" xe 8 Adds xvi, 145 157 40. 


* 


% 


( 16] 
& that were in his Houſe,” and that © he rejoiced, believing 
te in God, with all his Houſe.“ Whatever, in Relation to 
Baptiſm, is affirmed of him, is equally affirmed of all his 
| Family; and it ſeems therefore unnatural to ſuppoſe, that 
their Qualifications for this Ordinance were at all inferior 
to his own. | | 


= 


The fame Reſtrictions apply to the Houſhold of Criſpus, 
the chief Ruler of the Synagogue at Corinth, for he 4 
« believed in the Lord, with all his Houſe.” “ And 
the Houſhold of Stephanas, who were Baptized by Paul, f ; 
are expreſsly . ſaid to have been * the firſt Fruits of 
% Achaia,” and to have © addicted themſelves to the | 
* Miniſtry of the Saints; G to 5 ſuch” Paul exhorted 
the Corinthians to ** ſubmit” themſelves, as well as to all 
others, who, like them, were Helpers and fellow Laborers 
with the Apoſiles, Such Children as theſe we ſhould 
all be happy to Baptize, | 


I have now ſtated and examined the chief Paſſages of 
Scripture which relate to the proper Subjefts of Baptiſm, 
and muſt acknowledge, that I riſe from the Review of 
even thoſe Inſtances which our Pzdo-Baptiſt Brethren ſo 
ſtrenuouſly plead,” with a renewed Conviction of their 
giving an excluſive Sanftion to the Opinion and the 
Practice of the Baptiſls. 5 


I doſe this Letter with obſerving, that he, who, under 
the Influence of Faith and Love, complies with this 
Inſtitution, 


Ads xvi. gt, 3a; 34. f Acts xvii. 8. 51 Cor. i. 16. 
91 Cor. xvi. 15, 16. 


N 


x 
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Inſtitution, enjoys the ſublime Pleaſure of knowing that 
= his Condut accords with the Example of the Son of 
} p i God. 1 Am | | 5 


* 


Your's, &c. 
Auguſt 23, 1793. 


LETTER III. 


DAR FRIEND, 
: As Moſes was admoniſhed, when about to 
ſorm the Tabernacle, to make all Things according to the 
Pattern ſhewed him in the Mount; ſo Jeſus gave it in 
Charge to his Apoſtles, that they ſhould teach their Con- 
verts to obſerve all Things whatſoever he had commanded. 
And ſurely Moſes and the Jews were not bound by greater 
Obligations than Chriſtians are to a puntual Obſervance 

of the divine Will, 


But amongſt Perſons of a Phariſaic Caſt, it is no unu- 
ſual Practice to ſtrain out a Gnat and ſwallow a Camel. 
Mr. Collins, who has a Directory in Addition to the New 
Teſlamemem, is not uniformly conſiſtent in his Regards 
to either. He profeſſes a moſt ſtritt Attention to the 
% Law and to his Duty.” Does his Conduct at the Font 
agree with the Obedience he has vowed, and which he 
would be thought ſo ſcrupulouſly to maintain? We might 
expect, that he who makes ſuch Proſeſſions, and who lays 
RE, fo 


a ' ; T — | - 
. & 
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fo much Streſs upon Infant Baptiſm, would be careful tb 


perform that Rite in the moſt unexceptionable Manner. 
—— The Rubric commands him * diſcreetly and Wa- 
rily to dip” the Children he Baptizes, unleſs it be 
certified that they are incapable of bearing it. But 
has Mr, Collins ever attended to. “ the Law and his 
" Duty” in this Particular? Unleſs all the Children 
in St. Stephen' s Pariſh are ſickly when preſented for Bap- 
tiſm, and certified to be ſo, Mr. Collins muſt plead guilty. 
He has not regarded the Law; he has not attended to his 
Duty ; he has not dipped the Children. It is a Queſtion 
- whether Children, in full Health, who are only ſprinkled, 
are properly Baptized, the Church of oh oo ſelf being 


Judge. . ; _— ” 


5 But leaving this Deviation from the Rubric to be 
adjuſted by Mr. Collins, and other zealous Champions 
for the Church: My Appeal s to the Scriptures. And 
from them I proceed to ſhew | 


2, What is the only proper Mop of ehrt | 


this ſacred Ordinance, 


In my en! ths ſolemn Immerſion of the whole 


Body in Water, is the only Mode of TOY e 
* divine- Authority. | ay 


1 form this — from the very Meaning of the 


Term Baptize, You are aware, that our Tranflators 
have done nothing more than given an Engliſh Termination 
to the Greek Word Baptizo. I am not ſurprized that 


i a. an  <&t. & EIN 


this 


0 


[ 9 ] 


Ws Thaw; in Conſequence of Sptidikling having long od · 


tained as the prevailing Mode, is by ſome confidered as 
vague or dubious in its Import; But you will find that a 
great Number of the moſt learned Pædo-Baptiſts admit, 
and ſome of them ſtrenuouſſy maintain, that its primary, 
if not its only 5 , is fo immerse. 


Not to multiply Quotations, I thall confine myſelf to 


One; and perhaps it were difficult to {deft an Authority 
more deciſive and applicable, than what is contained in 
the my Extratt from the learned Dr. n 


& The Word . boch 7 in ſacred 4 50 2 


« claſſical, ſignifies to dip, to plunge, to immerse, and 
. was rendered by Tertullian, the oldeſt of the Latin 
© Fathers, tingere, the Term uſed for dying Cloth, 
c which was by Immerſion. It is always conſtrued ſuita- 


& bly to this Meaning.“ _—— Such is the frank Ac- 
knowledgment of One of the moſt eminent Scholats 


amongſt the mogem Pædo- Baptiſts. 


The Places, where this Ordinance was firſt adminiſtered, 


concur to eſtabliſh our Explanation of the Term. The 


Inhabitants of Jeruſalem and Judea, as well as our bleſſed 
Lord, were Baptized in the River Jordan.” T And 
when we are informed that John "Baptized in-Enon, the 
Reaſon albgned is, © becauſe _— was 1 Water 
there OF 


* er Notes upon Matthew, annexed to his Tranſlation 


of the four Goſpels, vol. ii, See alſo his Preliminar 
Diſſertations to the ſame erk, dt. i, 3s 6+ * 


+ Matthew 1 iii, 6: Mark i ly, 53 8. 1 John i iii, 2.3» 
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In the Hiſtory of the Eunuch's Baptiſm by Philip, we 
are firſt told, that they came unto a certain Water,” 
and then that © they went down both into the Water, 
both Philip and the Eunuch ; and” that © he Baptized 


| © him. And when they were come up out of the Water,” 


© the Eunuch went on his Way rejoicing.” — A like 
Expreſhon had been previouſly uſed reſpetting our bleſſed 
Lord, who, „when he was baptized, * up * 


i way out 417 the Water.“ 


To thi Ones there are, in the New Teſtament, 
Alluſions to be found, which are ſo far from leading the 


Mind to the Idea of Sprinkling, or of Pouring, inſtead 


of complete. Immerſion, that they would loſe all their 
Aptneſs and  Propriety by ſuch a Subſfitution. In what 
Senſe can we juſtify the figurative Language of the Apoſtle 
Paul, when he aſſerts, that Believers are, in their Bap- 


„ tiſm, „ buried with” Chriſt, and planted together 
“with him in the Likeneſs of his Death,” unleſs Bap- 


tiſm be conſidered as a watery Grave, in which the Fol- 
lowers of the Lord are laid, as he himſelf was laid in 
Jordan firſt, and in Joſeph's Sepulchre, when taken from 
the Croſs. * The ſame Phraſeology is uſed by the ſame 
Apoſtle, when writing to the Coloſſian Church ;F And 
ſhould any One be diſpoſed to queſtion ſuch an immediate 
Reference as we aſcribe to theſe Expreſſions, we are per- 
ſuaded none can pronounce the Alluſion, in itſelf, to be 
unnatural or unjuſt, None can deny, that it is far more 
applicable to the Mode adopted by the Baptiſts, than to 


che mere Affuſion of the Element, as praktiſed by any of 
their Nee, Brethren. . Advancing 


Rom. vi. 435% 7 5 1 Col. ii, 12. 


27 ] 
Advancing down from the Apoſtolic Age to the preſent 
Period, I colle& ſucceſſive Proofs in favor of the Senti- - 
ment 1 have been defending ; and, on this Part of the 
Subjekt, am ready to retrat much of what J have allowed 
above, reſpełting its Unpopularity. That Infants were in 
an early Stage of Chriſtianity admitted to Baptiſm, I 
freely grant; but their Admiſſion to the Table of the 
Lord is a Fatt which claims the Sanftion of equal Anti- 
quity.® To innovate upon the Mode, and to give that 
Innovation Currency, have been reſerved for, comm 
Wag modern Ages. | 


The antient Praftice of the Church of Rome was to 
dip ;+ the fame Mode was generally followed, by the 
Church of England, at the firſt Reformation from Popery, | 
and is ſtill enjoined by the Rubric, with an Exception only 
in favor of ſickly Infants : And the Praftice of the Greek 
Church, which contains nearly Half the profeſſed Chriſ- 
tians in the World, is, and ever has been, that of Immer- — 
gion. 5 To Baptize by ſprinkling would be as unpopular 
0 Ra vs to . by dipping is become in England. 


11 have now finiſhed my Enquiry i into the proper Mode 
of adminiſtering Chriſtian Baptiſm, from which, with the 
fullM Conviction, I conclude, that Immerſion only is 
want in che Word of God; and that its Authenticity is 
i C2 | powerfully 


* See Mr. James Pierce's Eſſay in favor of the ancient Practice 
of giving the Euchariſt to Children. 
. _ + See Boſſuet, as quoted in Booth's Pzdo-baptiſm Examined, 
vol. 1. 30g, 304. 90 
t Sir John Floyer, in Booth, as above. 
wen tor edge * the great Deſender of „ Dr. 


Wall, vol. 1. 25 : 
4 x 
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9 ſupported by the paſt and preſent N of 
the Church. 


=. The Diſpute on Baptiſm W the Church of Eng- 
land and the, Baptiſts may be brought to a ready Iſſue. 
4 It is allowed, on both Sides, that Immerſion is the proper 
* Mode; and that a Profeſſion of Repentance, and of Faith, 
| is juſtly required of the Candidate, But the Eſtabliſn- 
ment admits, in certain Caſes, of ſprinkling, and requires 
| Sponſors to profeſs and engage for thoſe who are Baptized. 
To both theſe Particulars the Baptiſts univerſally object, 
and for the Weight of their ObjeQtions they may ſafely. 
appeal to Divines in the [Eſtabliſhment - itſelf, Mr. 
Burkitt, on a Paſſage I have had Occaſion to introduce 
already, wherein we are ſaid to be buried with Chriſt 
in Baptiſm,” obſerves,  * The Apoſtle alludes, no 
_ | Doubt, to the antient Manner of Baptizing Perſons, in 
= ++ thoſe hot Countries, which was by Immerſion, or put- 
= ting them under Water for a Time, and then raiſing 
* them up again out of the Water :'”* And Biſhop 
Burnet, writing upon the Subject more at large, thus 
expreſſes himſelf — * Sacraments are politive Precepts, 
, « which are to be meaſured only by the Inſlitution, in 
« which there is not Room left for us to carry them any 
_ 6 beer - '@ 


| Now, if Immerſion, agreeably to the above Acknowledg- 
ment, is the antient Manner of Baptizing;“ and if 
Sponſors were unknown! in the Inſtitution of this Ocdinance, 


*BuxxITT on Rom. vi. 4 


4 Buznzr's * _— Articles, Art. xxxvii, p. 279, 
| it, + 5 


= 


1 23 J. 
and that they were unknowr cannot be gontradifted ; 1 
moreover, this Ordinance is © to be meaſured only by the 
% Inſlitution;“ if „ there is no Room to carry it any far- 
« ther ;” and ſuch is the Opinion of a celebrated Prelate ; 
I aſk, in the Name of Reaſon and Conſiſtency, how can 
any Member of the Church of England juſtify himſelf, 
in denying Sepulture to our Children, for merely according 
in our Praftice, with the Sentiments avowed by theſe cele- 
brated Writers of that Community ? — To me it appears 
that a cloſe Attention to the Premiſes afforded by theſe 
Divines, warrants a more bold and general Concluſion, and 
calls upon Mr, Collins to ſtep forward, and defend the 
Church, in her Demand of Sponſors, and her Toleration of 
Sprinkling. But ſhould he treat ſo fair a Requiſition with 
the Silence of either Incapacity or Scorn, I hope this 
Vindication will ſoften the Prejudices of others, and prove, 
that it was not our Criminality, but our conſcientions Re- | 
gard to the Word of God, which procured us the late 
Unkindneſs and Reproach.. | 


11 remains only that I ſhould conſider | 


3. The Ex ps which Baptiſm is deſigned. to anſwer. 4 


1 fearcely need to premiſe, that we by no Means vier 
Baptiſm as making us Members of Chriſt; Children of 
“God, and Inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven.” So far 
as: we have Reaſon to believe ourſelves intereſted in theſe. 
exalted Privileges, we bow, as grateful, Debtors, to the 
Sovereignty of GRace, Baptiſm we conſider as a Duty 


to 
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to wha obſerved, by thoſe who are already Members of 
Chriſt; not as a Service to make us ſuch. 


(3) The firſt View I am led to take of this Inflitution * 
preſents it as an Act of Worſhip to the FATHER, to the 


Son, and to the Holy SrIAIr. — In their Name the 
original Commiſſion directs it to be performed: and to 
me it appears, that this Part of the divine Will contains 
in it, that implied Declaration of the equal Honors due to 
the Undivided Three, which will uphold, and ſecure Credit 


tb the Trinitarian Doctrine, as ug; as the Ordinance itſelf 


endures, 


* a Senſe of Duty to perſuade you, my Friend, in 
theſe your maturer Years, to be Baptized, I ſhould hope 
you would purſue the Diates of Conſcience, under the 
warm Impreſſion of ſuch Sentiments as theſe; | > ag 


& In this ſolemn AQ, I acknowledge the Father, the 
5 Son, and the Spirit, to be the One only living and true 
„ God. I yield my Faith to the Exiſtence of this myſte- 
% rious Union; and perceive, however faintly, that it lays 


& an admirable Foundation for the Diſplay of God's har- 


% monions Attributes in the grand Economy of our | 


© Redemption. I am the Lord's. The divine Father I 
« take as my Covenant God ; the only begotten Son I 


5 embrate as my adorable Saviour; and the Holy Ghoſt 


© as my ſþiritual Creator, and the Author of that particular 
& Grace, which has brought me to theſe Tn, and 
oh... this Expreſſion of my filial Love.“ 


(2.) Another View of en leads us to the Nature 


of chat Repentance, which is rendered neceſſary by our Sin, 


a 1 
— N 


777 ooo as 


1 


63869 
and of that Faith which derives /its Warrant and Confir- 
mation from our riſen Saviour,, We are taught to lie low 
-in the Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, and at the ſame Time to fix 
our aſpiring Hopes on Him, „ Who was delivered for our 
„ Offences, and raiſed again for our Juſtification.” To 
ſuch, as feel their Deſert of endleſs Puniſhment, and their 
Obligation to a ſuffering Redeemer, the riſing from that 
Water, in which they have been ſolemnly unmerſed, ſupplies 
x ſuitable and expreſſive Emblem. When a profeſſed Be- 
liever is led into the Element, and plunged beneath it for a 
Seaſon, how natugal, how intereſting, that, with all his 
Feelings alive, he ſhould thus refle& : =— I am over- 
& whelmed in Guilt, every Part of the divine Law con- 
% demns me, and were my State ſuch, as my Character 
* might have taught me to expect, I ſhould have been 
e plunged in the Wrath of God, I ſhould now be lament- 
ting a fatal Portion in the fiery Lake, —But I live in the 
Midſt of Mercies, and from Jeſus, my bleſſed Subſtitute, 
© hope, with delightful Confidence, for their Perpetuity, 
& and Enlargement. Awful was that Baptiſm, with which, 
& for my Sake, he was Baptized. He was a Man of 
e Sorrows. Gethſemane was witneſs to his Tears, and to 
& his bloody Sweat; and who can deſcribe the Tempeſt, 
t which gathered round his Soul, when, on the Croſs, he 
. exclaimed, * My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
* me? On that Croſs he died, and his mangled Body, 
& was carried to the Grave. But he roſe from this humi- —* * 
te liating Scene, and triumphed over Death and all its 
& 7/orrors. Through his Ref erection I am begotten unto 
%a newand lvely Hope, Whatever Confidence I once 
88 repoſed i in el, and my pureſt Actions, is now all 


45 renounced, 
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, renounced. I am crucified, I am dead, I am buried 
ee with Chriſt, Yet I Jive. I live through him. Heis 
© my Repreſentative ; and becauſe he lives, I ſhall live 
“ alſo, In this AR of Worſhip, I commemorate his 
% Death and Reſurreftion. Henceforth my public Pro- 
„ feſhon declares my Life to be hid with Chriſt in God.“ 


(3.) In this Chriſtian Ordinance we diſcern a clear 
Emblem of our Santtification, and profeſs to die indeed unto 
Sin, and live unto Righteouſneſs, Whilſt truſting only in the 
Mediator for complete Acquittal and Acceptance, the 


Believer is ambitious of evincing, that with him he is riſen 


unto Newneſs of Life; — that, as the Cloaths, wetted by | 


| the due Obſervance of this religious Rite, are put off, and 
the Perſon is cloathed with freſh Raiment, ſo he hath 
* put off the Old Mah with his Deeds, and put on that 


« New Man, which, after the Image of God, is created 


« in Rightequſneſs and true Holineſs,” He acts better, 
and his Obedience is enlivened by better Principles. His 
Joys owe their Origin to a heavenly Source, and perfect 
Conformity to God is the Object of his ſupreme Deſire. 
— The Water, beneath which he is laid, unites, in his 
Recolleftion, the deep Stain of Sin upon his Soul, with 
thoſe purifying Influences that enable him to adore the 
Being, who has. ved him © by the Waſhing of Regene- 
10 ration and the Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt,” 


(4.) We may here recognize the Gloom of our ap- | 


5 proaching Diſſolution, and the Brightneſs of that riſing 
again, whuch the Believer is aſſured will follow.. When. 
approaching to the ü Water, he ſends a willing 


Thought 
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Thought forward to that Period, when he muſt paſs through 
the Floods of Death ; but, emerging from the Element, his 
Faith already embraces that Almighty Arm, which ſhall 
convey his Body from the Duſt to Heaven, As he 1s, by 
| this Immerſion, emblematically planted with his Lord in 
the Likeneſs of his Death, ſo he rejoices in the Proſpett of 
being for ever planted with him in the Likeneſs of his 
| glorious Reſurretion, And as the gloomy Part of this 
twofold Emblem is ſoon concluded, and admits of no Repe- 
tition, ſo the Term of Refidence in the Grave, compared 
with the uninterrupted Bliſs of Eternity, ſeems to vaniſh 
into One of our fleeting Moments. Happy that Candidate 
for this Ordinance, who feels no Reluttance at aſſociating 
with it the awful Idea of Mortality, in the firm Perſuaſioo, 
that the fame Ordinance authorizes him to view a Circum- 
lance, in itſelf ſo painful, as the Path, which leads him to the 
Conſummation of his Joys. 


That Baptiſm is calculated to anſwer the four Ends, I 
have now ſpccitied, will hardly be denied by thoſe, who 
recolle& that they are drawn from the Phraſeology of the 
New Teſtament, and in that Book expreſsly applied to | 
this Subject. 8 We, 
In Addition to theſe Thoughts, which admit an eaſy 
. Enlargement, I have frequently ſtrengthened my own Con- 
victions by attending to the following Circumflances, 


Baptiſm 1s a poſitive Command, having no viſible Foun- 
dation in the Nature of Things, but depending entirely 
upon the Will of the divine Inſtitutor: Hence it becomes 

a more 


1 261 | 
a more deciſive Teſt of our Submiſſion to his Will, and an 
At of ſpecial Obedience to him, as the Head of the 
Church, and the ſole Lord of Conſcience, At the fame 
Time, it appears to be a wiſe Appointment, well adapted 
to promote the Inſtruttion, Comfort, and Sanftification of 
his People. And if, eſpecially to ſome timid Minds, it 
ſieems attended with a Degree of Difficulty, it is thereby 
rendered the more fit Entrance upon our public Profeſſion 


of that Religion, which requires the 5 Exerciſe of 


Self-denial.* 


It is no Diſparagement to the DoArine of Believery 


Baptiſm, that it ſerves to exemplify that memorable Say ing 
of our Lord, © My Kingdom is not of this World.“ 


Whereas Infant Baptiſm, by confounding the World and 
the Church, appears, to me, direttly to contradict this 


Poſition. We may be entitled 'to a Variety of earthly 


Privileges by our natural Deſcent ; but, Nothing ſhort of 
the new Birth, ſpoken of by Chriſt himſelf, can conftitute 
a fit Subject of his Kingdom. For, whatever Thanks may 
be given to Almighty God, for having regenerated the 


Children, that are Baptized, it is certain that the Conduft 


of moſt of them, in future Life, affords ample Evidence, 
that their Baptiſmal Regeneration never made them new 
Creatures.“ The Difference betwixt ſuch Chriſtians 
and the heathen World, as to their moral Diſpoſitions, is 

not eaſy to be pointed out. This Ordinance, in the pri- 


8 mitive Age, was adminiſtered to thoſe Subjects only, whoſe 
apparent CharaQer gave Propriety to the apoſtolic Addreſs, 
* As mary of You 8 have been baptized into Chriſt, - 


6 have 
Luke xix, 23, 24, 26 
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= 5 pat on Chriſt, But, if we apply this e 


10 all, who are now Baptized, we muſt either ſuffer Charity 
to degenerate into wild Extravagance, or we muſt diveſt 
the Phraſe © putting on Chriſi“ of all its Dignity and Im- 
portance. If it be retorted, that we ſhall find it difficult 
to prove, that all, Baptized in riper Years, have, in the 
nobleſt Senſe, put on the Lord our Saviour, I obſerve in 
anſwer, that I am, careful never to Baptize a Perſon with- 
out ſome Ground of Hope, that he anſwers this Deſcription. 
His future Condutt may prove the Fallibility of my Judg- 
ment, but involves me in no Blame, and furniſhes no rea- 
ſonable Exception againſt my Principles. 


I wiſh to remind you, that if I have been-ſucceſsful in 


the Attempt to diſplay the Ends, which Baptiſm is deſigned 
to anſwer, the Cauſe of Infant Baptiſm is as materially 
affected by this Part of the Subje&t, as by the preceding 


Arguments. For, it is moſt evident, that all thoſe Ends 


apply exclufively to ſuch, as are capable of receiving the 
DoArines of the Goſpel on Conviftion, of obeying its 
precepts from Choice, 1 of We its Promiſes with 
grateful Joy. | 


Yet, while the late Occaſion appears to have. demanded 
the Vindication, with which I here preſent you, and the 


Public, I am at the fartheſt Remove from a Wiſh to in- 
dle Animoſity and Contention, or to hold up what 1 


eſteem the Miſtakes of my Brethren on this Point, as 
altecting their Charadter, os in ihe aſt _alying ow 


eternal Intereſts, © - 


It 


| * 5 f . Galat. iii. 27. 
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n my" "Happineſs to Nye in Hivies of Chriſran Friend: 
- ty, Wirth wany of their Number, whoſe Virtues I cor 
" Wally Eſteem, and with whom 2 gladly unite” in arſending 
J mere Important Truths of Revelation. Sharing With | 


them, m one bleſſed Hope! of a glorious Immortality, I 


+ would Eyltiyate, through. all this mortal Intercourſe, each 


charitable and. "opting" 'Segtiment. The tranſporting 
Period will Toon arrive, "when thoſe, was, tho? divided in 


Opinions of ſmaller Moment, agree to love each other 
and their God, ſhall loſe their Errors, and drink in Truth, 


and Love, and Happineſs, from the F ountain opened by 
God in Heaven. 2 I am, 8 


Your's, reſpettfully, 


pixnobrn- Docx, Aug. 27, 1793. 
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